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Discipline 


information 


What is researched? 
techniques 
methods 


jargon 


What can be known about it? 
concepts 


VA tools 
What is the approach to finding out? theories 


frameworks 
models 


Discipline <> Discipline 
Multidisciplinarity 


juxtapose, sequence, coordinate 


integrate, interact, blend 


Transdisciplinarity 


transcend, transform 


Discipline <> Discipline 


Multidisciplinarity — e.g., encyclopedic, contextualizing 


juxtapose, sequence, coordinate 
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Discipline <> Discipline 


Interdisciplinarity > 


continuity between different disciplines’ theories/models 


core ideas of a discipline inform core ideas of another discipline 


new (disruptive) knowledge/arguments! 
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*What do we mean by ‘bridging’? 
You don’t need to become an 
expert in another discipline, but 
you do need to develop deep 
understanding of a single topic 
across more than one discipline 
and/or methodological approach 


Discipline <> Discipline 
Transdisciplinarity — e.g., cure disease 


Structural shift: new concepts, frameworks, theories, approaches to 
analysis, innovations, agnostic to specific disciplines or even the 
concept of disciplines; develop approaches to solve a problem 


transcend, transform 


information 
techniques 
methods 


*Challenge: Even defining a problem is 
typically socially and disciplinarily 
constructed 


jargon 


concepts 
tools 


theories 
frameworks 

models 
innovations 
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Example of interdisciplinarity: social capital (sociology) and social identity (psychology) 


